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The practical purpose of Scripture is to make us spiritually mature. It unfolds truth for out darkened minds, it convicts us of sin, corrects, heals, and transforms us.

Builds us up and matures us to be Christian people.

James wants his readers to be brought to a striking spiritual maturity.

It would be possible to have a whole conference on these verses.

What does James say about the use of the tongue?

What does that mean in context?

James is specifically drawing out four threads of Christian teaching.

1. It is difficult to tame the tongue. 

He is bringing generic gospel principles to bear on our lives. 

James realized that he stumbles in many ways.

1 Cor. 15:7 then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.

This is Dr. James’ pathology lab. He sees our tongue in all the subtleness of its twistedness.

The mature man bridles his tongue so that he can control his body. The man who can control his tongue can control himself. 

This refers not first to speech, but lack of speech. The mature man can not only use his tongue, but can remain silent. He can also go beyond silence into speech.

Christians tend to be divided into two categories. Those who use their tongues too frequently, and those who find it difficult to speak.

1:26 James mentions the tongue. “If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue, he deceives his heart.” 

My inability to speak may be an expression of my failure to bridle my tongue.

I want to say the right thing at the right time to the right person in the power of the Spirit.

James says this is one of the most difficult graces to experience because it requires the mastery of the tongue.

2.
The disproportionate power of the tongue.

The bit in the horse’s mouth and the rudder on the ship.

Like smokers who never notice the smell of their breath, so we give ourselves away by our speech. 

We betray our identity every time we speak. We all have accents.

Do I breathe out depravity or grace?

Thank God for the many Scriptures that say our tongues can bring comfort and healing.

3.
The destruction caused by the tongue.

The tongue is a fire and it sets the entire course of life on fire, and it is set on fire by hell itself. Vs. 5-6

The misuse of the tongue can render all other graces in my life impotent.

It’s a beast that demands to be heard. “Listen to me, listen to me!”

It’s a restless evil and a deadly poison. 

Our tongues are meant to give and give, but they take and take.

How dare I destroy with a word a brother for whom Christ died?

4. 
The deadly inconsistency that plagues the tongue.

We bless God but we curse his image. Vs. 10

Bless and curse are significant words talking about grace that leads to heaven or judgment that leads to hell.

James 1:18 God wants us to be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

We are like a spring that can’t pour forth fresh and salt water, or a fig tree that can’t bear olives, or a grapevine figs.

We use our tongues to curse the image of God. A reversal of Genesis.

The context of the whole book:

Scripture says very little about the how-to’s.

Job made a covenant with his eyes. That was an application of a principle to a specific member of the body.

We are to do that with our mouths as well. 

James has a least 20 resolutions that have to do with how we master our tongues.

1:5 I resolve to ask God for wisdom to speak out of a single-minded devotion to him.

1:9-10 I revolve to boast only in the exaltation I receive in Jesus Christ and also in the humiliation I receive for Jesus Christ.

1:13 I resolve to set a watch over my mouth.

1:19 I resolve to be constantly quick to hear and slow to speak.

2:1-4 to learn the gospel way of speaking to both rich and poor

2:12 to speak in the present consciousness of my final judgment

2:16 never to stand on anyone’s face with the words I employ

3:14 never to claim as reality in my life what I do not truly experience

4:1 to resist quarrelsome words as evidences of a bad heart that needs to be mortified

4:11 never to speak decided evil of another out of a heart of antagonism 

4:13 never to boast in anything that I accomplish

4:15 always to speak as one who is subject to the providences of God

5:9 never to grumble because I know that the judge is listening at the odor

5:12 never to allow anything but total integrity in everything I say

5:13 to speak to God in prayer whenever I suffer

5:14 to sing praises ot God whenever I am cheerful

5:14 to ask for the prayers of others when I am in need

5:15 to confess whenever I’ve failed

5:15 to pray with others for one another whenever I ma together with them

5:19 to speak words of restoration when I see another wander

The context of the gospel:

James is bringing us to see the depth of our sin and need.

Is. 5-6 is filled with “woe” in awareness of the sin of our mouths and hearts

James is not only a teacher of wisdom – he is a prophet of God. 

James 1:18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

No matter how much failure I experience, I can thank God I am no longer the old man I once was.

Because God has brought us forth through the word of truth, he does it in the context of the truth of the gospel. 

The tongue has no ears – the heart does. As the heart hears with open ears, the word of God transforms it, which results in a transformed tongue.

We want the word of Christ to fill us in such a way that we cannot speak with any other accent.

It is the word of God that sanctifies – Is. 50:4-6. The more we hear the word of God, the more the sanctifying grace of Christ will do the work in my heart and tongue.

Jesus is our example in this area, but first of all he is our Savior.

Is. 50:4 is followed by vss. 5-6, which talk about how the servant was not rebellious, and gave his back to those who strike.

That is followed shortly thereafter by Is. 53. Jesus was silent because of every sinful word that has proceeded from my lips.

I have cursed God and cursed his image. But when Jesus stood before the judgment seat of Pilate and the high priest, he remained silent and bore the sins of my mouth and tongue.

We must get the order right. We come to Jesus first as a sinner in need of a Savior who was silent so that he might bear the penalty of all the misuse of my tongue. Then we say,” O for 1000 tongues to sing my great redeemer’s praise.”

Wherever I am I want people to ask, “Where did he come from? What kind of accent is that?”

By God’s grace may we so grow to maturity as to being to speak like our blessed Lord Jesus. 

